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prosperity in these countries. It will 
increase business activity and aware-
ness of labor rights. It will create new 
bodies for more active oversight of 
labor and the environment. 

As important as labor and the envi-
ronment are to some of my colleagues, 
I don’t see how they can justify holding 
back these trade agreements that are 
so good for the United States. They 
should be embarrassed for holding 
them up. The sooner we implement 
these agreements, the sooner our farm-
ers, manufacturers, and service pro-
viders will benefit from them. That 
being said, I understand that U.S. 
Trade Representative Susan Schwab is 
in discussions with some of my col-
leagues to explore ways to address 
their concerns regarding labor and the 
environment. I am willing to listen to 
any constructive proposals that are put 
forward. 

Separately, I note that the Andean 
Trade Preference Act has been ex-
tended until June 30. That leaves Con-
gress sufficient time to implement our 
trade agreements with Peru and Co-
lombia, so that their preferential ac-
cess to the U.S. market does not termi-
nate. 

But with respect to Bolivia and Ecua-
dor, their preferential access to the 
U.S. market will terminate after June 
30 because we don’t have comprehen-
sive trade agreements lined up with 
those two countries. 

Some of my colleagues are already 
talking about extending the Andean 
Trade Preference Act beyond June 30. I 
see no reason to do so. If Congress acts 
responsibly and implements our trade 
agreements with Peru and Colombia by 
June 30, neither of those countries will 
need unilateral preferential trade bene-
fits. 

As far as Bolivia and Ecuador go, I 
see no reason to extend preferential 
trade benefits to them. Not only are 
they withholding market access from 
U.S. exporters, they are actively en-
gaged in nationalizing industries and 
expropriating foreign assets. 

It wouldn’t be right to treat imports 
from Bolivia and Ecuador the same as 
products from Peru and Colombia. Why 
should Congress be in the business of 
rewarding bad behavior? So I disagree 
with my colleagues who favor extend-
ing the Andean Trade Preference Act 
past June 30. 

In sum, Mr. President, I hope that 
the administration will soon be in a po-
sition to send implementing legislation 
for the U.S-Peru Trade Promotion 
Agreement to Congress. And I urge my 
colleagues to work with me to imple-
ment not only that agreement, but also 
our agreements with Colombia and 
Peru as soon as possible. Our agricul-
tural producers, manufacturers, and 
service providers are counting on us. 
Our allies are counting on us. It is in 
our economic interest, and it is in our 
national interest. Now it is up to Con-
gress. We have to execute our respon-
sibilities without delay. We cannot let 
the opportunities embodied in these 
trade agreements slip us by. 

Mr. President, I yield the floor and 
suggest the absence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the order for the 
quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that there now be a pe-
riod for the transaction of morning 
business, with Senators allowed to 
speak therein for up to 10 minutes 
each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 
RULES OF PROCEDURE 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent, in accordance with 
rule XXVI, paragraph 2, of the Stand-
ing Rules of the Senate, to have print-
ed in the RECORD the Rules of the Com-
mittee on Armed Services. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES RULES OF 
PROCEDURE 

1. Regular Meeting Day. The Committee 
shall meet at least once a month when Con-
gress is in session. The regular meeting days 
of the Committee shall be Tuesday and 
Thursday, unless the Chairman, after con-
sultation with the Ranking Minority Mem-
ber, directs otherwise. 

2. Additional Meetings. The Chairman, 
after consultation with the Ranking Minor-
ity Member, may call such additional meet-
ings as he deems necessary. 

3. Special Meetings. Special meetings of 
the Committee may be called by a majority 
of the members of the Committee in accord-
ance with paragraph 3 of Rule XXVI of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate. 

4. Open Meetings. Each meeting of the 
Committee, or any subcommittee thereof, 
including meetings to conduct hearings, 
shall be open to the public, except that a 
meeting or series of meetings by the Com-
mittee or a subcommittee thereof on the 
same subject for a period of no more than 
fourteen (14) calendar days may be closed to 
the public on a motion made and seconded to 
go into closed session to discuss only wheth-
er the matters enumerated below in clauses 
(a) through (f) would require the meeting to 
be closed, followed immediately by a record 
vote in open session by a majority of the 
members of the Committee or subcommittee 
when it is determined that the matters to be 
discussed or the testimony to be taken at 
such meeting or meetings— 

(a) will disclose matters necessary to be 
kept secret in the interests of national de-
fense or the confidential conduct of the for-
eign relations of the United States; 

(b) will relate solely to matters of Com-
mittee staff personnel or internal staff man-
agement or procedure; 

(c) will tend to charge an individual with a 
crime or misconduct, to disgrace or injure 
the professional standing of an individual, or 
otherwise to expose an individual to public 

contempt or obloquy or will represent a 
clearly unwarranted invasion of the privacy 
of an individual; 

(d) will disclose the identity of any in-
former or law enforcement agent or will dis-
close any information relating to the inves-
tigation or prosecution of a criminal offense 
that is required to be kept secret in the in-
terests of effective law enforcement; 

(e) will disclose information relating to the 
trade secrets or financial or commercial in-
formation pertaining specifically to a given 
person if— 

(1) an Act of Congress requires the infor-
mation to be kept confidential by Govern-
ment officers and employees; or 

(2) the information has been obtained by 
the Government on a confidential basis, 
other than through an application by such 
person for a specific Government financial or 
other benefit, and is required to be kept se-
cret in order to prevent undue injury to the 
competitive position of such person; or 

(f) may divulge matters required to be kept 
confidential under other provisions of law or 
Government regulations. 

5. Presiding Officer. The Chairman shall 
preside at all meetings and hearings of the 
Committee except that in his absence the 
Ranking Majority Member present at the 
meeting or hearing shall preside unless by 
majority vote the Committee provides other-
wise. 

6. Quorum. (a) A majority of the members 
of the Committee are required to be actually 
present to report a matter or measure from 
the Committee. (See Standing Rules of the 
Senate 26.7(a)(1)). 

(b) Except as provided in subsections (a) 
and (c), and other than for the conduct of 
hearings, nine members of the Committee, 
including one member of the minority party; 
or a majority of the members of the Com-
mittee, shall constitute a quorum for the 
transaction of such business as may be con-
sidered by the Committee. 

(c) Three members of the Committee, one 
of whom shall be a member of the minority 
party, shall constitute a quorum for the pur-
pose of taking sworn testimony, unless oth-
erwise ordered by a majority of the full Com-
mittee. 

(d) Proxy votes may not be considered for 
the purpose of establishing a quorum. 

7. Proxy Voting. Proxy voting shall be al-
lowed on all measures and matters before the 
Committee. The vote by proxy of any mem-
ber of the Committee may be counted for the 
purpose of reporting any measure or matter 
to the Senate if the absent member casting 
such vote has been informed of the matter on 
which the member is being recorded and has 
affirmatively requested that he or she be so 
recorded. Proxy must be given in writing. 

8. Announcement of Votes. The results of 
all roll call votes taken in any meeting of 
the Committee on any measure, or amend-
ment thereto, shall be announced in the 
Committee report, unless previously an-
nounced by the Committee. The announce-
ment shall include a tabulation of the votes 
cast in favor and votes cast in opposition to 
each such measure and amendment by each 
member of the Committee who was present 
at such meeting. The Chairman, after con-
sultation with the Ranking Minority Mem-
ber, may hold open a roll call vote on any 
measure or matter which is before the Com-
mittee until no later than midnight of the 
day on which the Committee votes on such 
measure or matter. 

9. Subpoenas. Subpoenas for attendance of 
witnesses and for the production of memo-
randa, documents, records, and the like may 
be issued, after consultation with the Rank-
ing Minority Member, by the Chairman or 
any other member designated by the Chair-
man, but only when authorized by a major-
ity of the members of the Committee. The 
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